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EDUCATION:

education news from
December 2021:

1. COVID-19
on Education:

The ongoing COVID-19
pandemic  continued  to
significantly Impact
education systems worldwide
in December 2021. Many
schools and universities were
navigating challenges related
to remote learning, hybrid
learning models, and safety
protocols.

Impact

2. College Admissions

Scandal:
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In  December 2021, the
college admissions scandal
involving wealthy families

illegally influencing the
admissions process at
prestigious universities

resurfaced in the news.
Several individuals involved
in the scandal faced court
hearings and legal
consequences.

3. Education Funding:



Many  countries  and
governments were focused
on allocating funds for
education in  December
2021. Discussions and
debates revolved around
equitable distribution of

resources, increased
Investment In
Infrastructure, and

Initiatives to bridge the
digital divide in education.

4. Online Learning

Tools and Platforms:

As online learning became
more prevalent due to the

pandemic, December 2021
witnessed advancements iIn

online learning tools and
platforms. Educational
technology companies

continued to iInnovate and
develop new solutions to

enhance virtual learning
experiences.
5. Mental Health
Support:
Schools and educational
institutions recognized the
Importance of addressing

students' mental health needs.
In December 2021, there
were increased efforts to
provide mental health support
and resources to students,
including counseling services
and awareness campaigns.

6. STEM Education:



The focus on Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics (STEM)
education persisted in
December 2021. Many
Initiatives aimed to promote
STEM  learning  among
students, especially girls and
underrepresented groups, to
meet the growing demand for
STEM professionals.

7. Global Education
Partnerships:

global education partnerships

Various international
collaborations and
partnerships were formed in
December 2021 to promote
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

global education initiatives.
Efforts were made to share
best practices, resources, and
expertise across borders to
improve educational
outcomes worldwide.

8. Diversity and
Inclusion:

Discussions on diversity and
inclusion in education gained
momentum in  December
2021. Schools and
institutions worked towards
creating more inclusive
learning environments,
addressing issues of systemic



Here are some international
business news highlights
from December 2021:

1. Omicron Variant

Impact:

In December 2021, concerns
over the Omicron variant of
COVID-19 emerged, leading
to increased volatility in
global financial markets.
Investors worried about the
potential impact of the
variant on economic

recovery and business

operations worldwide.

2. COP26 Climate Summit:

3 hi

0O SATACRSA MTH L

The 26th UN Climate
Change Conference of the
Parties (COP26) took place
in Glasgow, Scotland. The
summit brought together
world leaders, businesses,
and  organizations to
discuss climate change
issues and set targets for

reducing carbon
emissions.Several

companies made
commitments to
sustainability and



renewable energy during
the event.

3. Cryptocurrency Surge:
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Cryptocurrencies,

particularly Bitcoin and
Ethereum, experienced a
surge in value during
December 2021. Bitcoin
reached new all-time
highs, driven by increased
institutional adoption and
mainstream  acceptance.
This trend highlighted the
growing interest in
cryptocurrencies as
investment assets.

4. Supply Chain

Disruptions:

Supply chain disruptions
continued to affect
businesses worldwide in
December 2021. Issues
such as container
shortages, port
congestions, and ongoing
COVID-19

created challenges for

restrictions

companies in  various
sectors, including
manufacturing, retail, and

logistics.



Trade Agreements:

FREE TRADE

AGREEMENT

The United States and
Union  (EU)
reached a deal to end a

European

long-standing trade

dispute over subsidies to

their aircraft
manufacturers, Boeing
and Airbus. The

agreement aimed to ease
trade tensions and avoid
tariffs,
benefiting businesses on
both sides of the Atlantic.

retaliatory

Technology Regulation:

/ ! —_
',( \

Tech giants faced increased

scrutiny in December 2021.
The European Union
proposed new regulations,
known as the Digital Services
Act and the Digital Markets

Act, to impose stricter rules

on platforms’ content
moderation and prevent
anti-competitive  behavior.
Additionally, antitrust

investigations and lawsuits

targeting major tech
companies continued
globally.

5. Energy Transition:



Efforts toward the energy
transition gained
momentum in December
2021. Many countries and
companies announced
plans to
shift to

renewable energy sources

ambitious
accelerate the

and reduce reliance on
fossil fuels. This included
commitments to net-zero
carbon emissions by

specific target years.

Merger and  Acquisition
Activity:
MERGER AND

ACQUISITION

December 2021 saw
merger  and
(M&A)

significant

acquisition activity

across various industries.
Companies sought to expand
their  market  presence,
diversify their portfolios, and
gain a competitive edge. Key
sectors involved in notable
M&A

technology, healthcare, and

deals included

finance.

EXPORT

amazon

PROMOTION:

In December 2021, several
countries and organizations
around the world continued
to engage in export
promotion activities to boost
their international trade and
economic growth. Here are

some key aspects of export



promotion during that

period:

1. Trade Shows and
Exhibitions:

organized

trade shows and exhibitions
to showcase their products
and services to potential
international buyers. These
events provided a platform
for businesses to network,
establish
explore export opportunities.

contacts, and

2.Government Support:

Governments offered various

incentives and  support
measures to  encourage
exports. This included
financial  assistance, tax

incentives, export credits,
export insurance, and trade
facilitation services.
Governments also focused
on streamlining export
processes and reducing trade

barriers.

Research and

3.Market
Analysis:

Export promotion agencies
conducted market research
and analysis to identify new

export markets and



understand consumer
preferences. This
information helped
businesses tailor their

products and marketing
strategies to target specific

countries or regions.

4. Export Training and

Building:

Capacity

Training  programs  and
workshops were organized

to enhance the export

capabilities of businesses.
These programs covered
topics such as export

documentation, international
marketing, logistics, and

trade regulations. The aim

was to equip companies with
the knowledge and skills
necessary to succeed in

international markets.

5. E-commerce and Digital

Platforms:

With the
prominence of e-commerce,

increasing

export promotion agencies
emphasized the use of digital

platforms to connect
exporters with buyers
worldwide. Online
marketplaces and e-
commerce platforms

provided a convenient and
cost-effective way for
businesses to expand their



reach and access global
markets.
6. Trade Missions and

Business Matchmaking:

Trade
government officials, were

missions, led by

organized to visit foreign
countries and establish trade
partnerships. These missions

facilitated business-to-
business meetings,
negotiations, and
collaborations between

companies from different

countries.

7. Sector-specific Initiatives:

Export promotion efforts

were often tailored to
specific sectors with high
export potential. Industries

such as technology,

agriculture, manufacturing,

and services received
targeted support and
promotion to enhance their
competitiveness in the global

market.

HEALTH AND FINANCE
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In December 2021, there

were several notable
developments in health and
finance. Here's an overview
of some key events and

trends during that time:

Health:

1. COVID-19:
The COVID-19 pandemic
continued to dominate



global health concerns in
December 2021. Vaccination
campaigns were underway in
many countries, and several
vaccines had been
authorized for emergency
use. However, there were
still challenges with vaccine
distribution and reaching

global herd immunity.
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2. Omicron Variant:

Towards the end of 2021, a
new variant of the
coronavirus called Omicron
emerged, first identified in
South  Africa. It
concerns due to its high

raised

number of mutations and
potential to evade immunity.

The variant led to renewed

efforts in testing, border
controls, and research to
understand its characteristics
and effectiveness of existing

vaccines against it.

3. Booster Shots:

In December 2021, booster
shots for COVID-19 vaccines
became a topic of discussion.
Some countries  started
offering booster doses to
enhance immunity,
particularly for vulnerable
populations and those who
received their initial
vaccinations earlier in the

year.



4. Finance:

5. Cryptocurrency Surge:

December 2021 witnessed
a significant surge in the
value of various
cryptocurrencies, including
Bitcoin, Ethereum, and
others. Bitcoin reached all-
time highs, crossing
S$60,000 per coin, while
the overall market
capitalization of
cryptocurrencies soared.
This attracted increased
attention from investors,
regulators, and the

general public.

6. Inflation Concerns:

Inflation became a
growing concern in late
2021, with rising consumer
prices in many countries.
Factors such as supply
chain disruptions,
increased demand, and
fiscal stimulus measures
contributed to this trend.
banks

monitored inflation data

Central closely

and adjusted monetary
policies accordingly.

7. Stock Market
Performance:
The stock market

experienced volatility in
2021. Market

movements were influenced

December

by various factors, including
the pandemic's impact on
businesses, inflation

concerns, and global



geopolitical events. Some
sectors, such as technology
and  renewable  energy,
continued to perform well,
while others faced
challenges.

It's important to note that
the information provided
reflects the state of health
and finance in December
2021 and may not capture
more recent developments
or changes that have
occurred since then.






